I. HIV/AIDS and Young People
World AIDS Day was recognized on 1 December 2014. In the lead up to World AIDs Day on 1 December 2014,
UNFPA Executive Director Dr. Babatunde Osotimehin, UNFPA Executive Director, made remarks commemorating
World AIDS Day in which he discussed the most vulnerable populations for HIV/AIDS. Dr. Osotimehin noted that
adolescent girls and young people living with HIV are particularly vulnerable as they lack life-saving resources that
meet their reproductive needs. Furthermore, stigma and discrimination continues for people living with HIV and
AIDS, while death rates remain high among adolescents.
In December 2014, Ann Hidalgo, the mayor of Paris, France, hosted a World AIDS Day event where mayors from
around the world joined with Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), United Nations Human
Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat), and the International Association of Providers of AIDS Care (IAPAC) to sign
a declaration to end the AIDS epidemic. The 2014 Paris Declaration outlines a 90-90-90 goal, which aims to have
90% of people with HIV knowing their HIV status, 90% of people who know their HIV-positive status on
antiretroviral treatment, and 90% of people on treatment with suppressed viral loads. Also known as the Fast-Track
approach, UNAIDS announced that this strategy will make it possible to end the AIDS epidemic by the year 2030.
The Fast-Track approach is to be implemented over the next five years in order to prevent the HIV infection rate,
which has been on the decline, from rebounding and having a higher rate of new HIV infections in the future.
Lastly, in Geneva, Switzerland, 50 activists from youth networks, governments, donors, and UNAIDS co-sponsors
met to discuss HIV/AIDS and youth. Specifically, the consultation discussed the issue of youth being left behind in
the global AIDS response and that ongoing efforts are required to create accountability and track progress. The
group agreed that more could be done to foster the potential of adolescents and young people. The group created an
action plan for partners to deliver results, this plan, “The All In agenda,” will be launched in February 2015.
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II. Adolescent Girls and Child Marriages
On 5 September 2014, the United Nations General Assembly held its first-ever panel discussion on child marriage.
Requested by General Assembly (GA) resolution A/RES/68/148 from 21 November 2013, the panel focused on the
post-2015 Development Agenda and on the human rights and development costs of child, early, and forced
marriages. Moderated by Mabel van Oranje, Chair of Girls Not Brides (a global partnership of more than 400 civil
society organizations form over 60 countries), the panel addressed what can be done now and post-2015 to end the
practice of child marriage. Panelists and Member States agreed that, because the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) failed to devote attention to adolescent girls and child marriage, international efforts to reduce global
poverty were hampered. The panel unanimously supported the inclusion of a specific, strong target directed at
ending child marriage in the post-2015 development framework.
As a follow-up to this panel and building upon the 2013 procedural resolutions adopted by the General Assembly
and the Human Rights Council, the body drafted A/C.3/69/L.23, a resolution on child, early, and forced marriage, on
21 November 2014. The draft was adopted without a vote by the General Assembly on 18 December 2014. The
resolution reaffirms that child marriage is a severely inhibiting practice that impairs girls and women’s rights;
threatens their health, education, economic, and social status; is rooted in gender inequalities, norms, and
stereotypes; and represents a significant barrier to development and overcoming poverty. The resolution is important
not only because it increases international attention to the issue, but it represents the first time that Member States
have agreed on the steps that they, and partners in international organizations and civil society, should be taking to
address child marriage.
Additionally, for the 16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence Campaign, an annual international event
that began on 25 November, the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, and ended on 10
December, Human Rights Day, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) chose
its own theme: ‘Protecting Rights and Preserving Childhoods: Working Together to Address Child Marriage’.
UNHCR offices across the world held a variety of activities to mark the 16 Days of Activism, including the display
of drawings and stories from children depicting their opinions, fears, and experiences of child marriage, in order to
raise awareness about the issue.
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